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capital cherry-brandy of them : the trade in cinnamon
18 of recent introduction, and 18 much encouraged by
the Inglis family, to whose exertions these people are
so greatly indebted ; the cinnamon is the peeled bark of
a small species, allied to that of Ceylon, and though
inferior in flavour, and mucilaginous (like cassia), finds
a ready market at Calcutta. It has been used to
adulterate the Ceylon cinnamon ; and an extensive
fraud was attempted by some Europeans at Calcutta,
who sent boxes of this, with a top layer of the genuine,
to England. The smell of the cinnamon loads was as
fragrant as that of the fish was offensive.

In the evening we arrived at Nonkreem, a large
village in a broad marshy valley, where we procured
accommodation with some difficulty, the people being
by no means civil, and the Rajah holding himself
independent of the British Government,

Atmospheric denudation and weathering have pro-
duced remarkable effects on the lower part of the
Nonkreem valley, which is blocked up by a pine-crested
hill, 200 feet high, entirely formed of round blocks of
granite, heaped up so as to resemble an old moraine ;
but like the Nunklow boulders, these are not arranged
as if by glacial action. The granite is very soft, de-
composing into a coarse reddish sand, that colours the
Boga-panee. To procure the iron sand, which is dis-
seminated through it, the natives conduct water over the
beds, and as the lighter particles are washed away, the
remainder is removed to troughs, where the separation
of the ore is completed. The smelting is very rudely
carried on in charcoal fires, blown by enormous double-
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action bellows, worked by two persons, who stand on
the machine, raising the flaps with their hands, and
expanding them with their feet, as shown in the cut on
the next page. There is neither furnace nor flux used
in the reduction. The fire is kindled on one side of an

NONHRAEEM VILLAGE

upright stone (like the head-stone of a grave), with a
small arched hole close to the ground : near this hole
the bellows are suspended; and a bamboo tube from
each of its compartments, meet in a larger one, by
which the draft is directed under the hole in the stone
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to the fire. The ore is run into lumps as large as two
fists, with a rugged surface : these lumps are afterwards
cleft nearly in two to show their purity.

The scenery about Nonkreem village is extremely
picturesque, and we procured many good plants on the
rocks. The country is everywhere intersected with
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trenches for iron-washing, and some large marshes
were dammed up for the same purpose: in these we
found a diminutive water-lily, the flower of which is no
larger than a half-crown ; it proves to be the Nymphea
pygmea of China and Siberia—a remarkable fact in
the geographical distribution of plants.

From Nonkreem we proceeded easterly to Pomrang,
where we took up our quarters in an excellent bun-
galow, built by Mr. Stainforth (Judge of Silhet). It
occupied the eastern extremity of a lofty spur that
overhangs the deep fir-clad valley of the Oongkot,
dividing Khasia from Jyntea.

A beantiful view extends eastwards to the low Jyntea
hills, backed by the blue mountains of Cachar, over
the deep valley in front ; to the northward, a few peaks
of the Himalaya are seen, and westward is Chillong.
We staid here till the 23rd September, and then pro-
ceeded south-eastwards to Mooshye. The path descends
into the valley of the Oongkot, passing the willage of
Pomrang, and then through woods of pine and oak, the
latter closely resembling the English, and infested with
galls. The slopes are extensively cultivated with
black awnless unurmgated rice, and poor erops of Coix,
protected from the birds by scarecrows of lines
stretched across the fields, bearing tassels and tufts of
fern, shaken by boys.

We crossed the river twice, proceeding south-west to
Mooshye, a village placed on an isolated, flat-topped,
and very steep-sided hill, 4,863 feet above the sea. A
very steep path led up to the top, where there 1s a
stockaded guard-house, once occupied by British



